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PART ONE: Reading (14 points)
A. Comprehension (07 points)
Read the text carefully then do the activities.
I think that ethics of social media is a sensible topic. For journalists, it is the making of great effort to
be accurate, to offer a diversity of viewpoints and to check the news sources.

Journalistic ethics is pretty much the same online as in print or broadcast: don’t use sources illegally,
tell readers how you got your information, don’t accept gifts or money for coverage, tell the truth, be
honest and be accurate. Besides, journalists online mustn’t copy others’ work and pretend it is theirs. But
one of the key questions is: if a journalist offers an opinion on Twitter, is that unethical? Does that violate
some type of rule?

Personally, I think that journalists must follow a basic code of ethics. First, you mustn’t harm your
audience and try in every part of your life to avoid doing anything that would hurt another person. To me,
this doesn’t mean writing only good or happy news. But it does mean getting as many sides of the story
as possible before writing about something that could put anybody in a bad light. It also means giving a
source an adequate chance to respond, not just calling once. Don’t put anything on the Internet
(Twitter, Facebook) that you’d be embarrassed to see on the front page of The New York Times. That
means nothing “inappropriate”, nothing that accuses another person of something without verified
support. If you make a mistake, admit it. If you accidentally hurt someone, say you’re sorry and try to fix
it. To me, this doesn’t mean you pretend you don’t have opinions. You’re just honest with yourself about
how what you’re thinking shapes your worldview.

By Graig Newark — Ethics Journalism (A lecture about the ethics of social media)

1. Circle the letter that corresponds to the right answer.
The text is...
a. an e-mail. b. a speech. ¢. an interview.
2. Are these statements true or false? Write T or F next to the letter corresponding to the statement.
a. Journalists have to make little effort to check their news sources.
b. Journalists must vary their viewpoints.
¢. Journalistic ethics online differs from journalistic ethics in print.
d. Honest journalists should not deny their mistakes.
3. Fill in the following table with information from the text.
Journalists must be Journalists mustn’t do

1. L
2. 2.

4.In which paragraph is it mentioned that accusing people without proof is unethical?
S.Answer the following questions according to the text.

a. What are the different types of journalism mentioned in the text?

b. According to you, why mustn’t journalists accept gifts or money for coverage?

¢. When must a journalist apologise to another person?
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